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1. THE PEOPLES REPUBLIC OF CHINA SCORED A PROPAGANDA VICTORY 
THIS YEAR THAT MAY INFLUENCE THE YOUTH OF BOTSWANA FOR YEARS 
TO COME. 

2. THROUGH AN HOUR-LONG FILM PRODUCED TO MARK THE COUNTRY'S 
TENTH ANNIVERSARY, THE PRC HAS DISTORTED BOTSWANA'S HISTORY 
TO ITS OWN ENDS. OVER PASSABLE BUT UNSPECTACULAR FILM WORK, 
THE NARATION FREQUENTLY REFERS TO THE OPPRESSION OF 
COLONIAL RULE, PLUNDERING OP BOTSWANA'S WEALTH BY FOREIGN 
CAPITALISTS AND THE GALLANT STRUGGLE BY THE BOTSWANA TO 
THROW OPF THE YOKE OF IMPERIALISM. 

3. THE FACT THAT THE FILM - AS THE ONLY DOCUMENTARY ON THE 
NATION'S HISTORY - WILL BE SHOWN TO ALL PRIMARY AND 
SECONDARY SCHOOLSTUDENTS, PROMPTED A NATIONAL LEADER TO 
REMARK, "ITS A SHAME THAT OUR CHILDREN WILL BE SUBJECTED TO 
SUCH A DISTORTED VERSION OF OUR HISTORY" 
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4. THE FILM OPENS WITH VARIOUS SHOTS OF TRADITIONAL DANCING 
AND SMILING FACES. 

THE NARRATOR EXCLAIMS, "THE BOTSWANA PEOPLE ARE 
DANCING. THE BOTSWANA PEOPLE ARE HAPPY - - - 
WHERE COULD ONE HAVE POUND THIS HAPPINESS UNDER 
COLONIAL RULE?" 
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5. AFTER A SERIES OF SHOTS OF ARTIFACTS, AN ABRUPT CUT 
TO A SEA BATTLE ALLOWS THE NARRATOR TO POINT OUT 
THAT BOTSWANA WAS "OCCUPIED " BY COLONIALISTS IN 1885 
(WHEN IN FACT THE LEADING CHIEF WENT TO ENGLAND TO 
ASK THAT THE AREA BE MADE A PROTECTORATE TO HALT 
INCURSIONS BY THE BOERS). A SEQUENCE OF STILL 
DRAWINGS OF 1800 BATTLES BETWEEN BLACKS AND WHITES - 
SLAVE TRADERS AND GOLD MINES, ALLOWS THE NARRATION 
TO RANT ON ABOUT THE GLORIOUS STRUGGLE OF THE PEOPLE 
TO THROW OFF THE YOKE OF IMPERIALIST DOMINATION. 

6. THE EIL WAS PRODUCED IN LATE 1976 AT THE REQUEST OF 
THE GOB. BUT ONLY AFTER THE GOVERNMENT HAD ASKED THAT 
THE USG PRODUCE THE FILM AT AN ESTIMATED COST OF 
$15,000 (REFTEL A). 

7. AMBASSADOR DAVID BOLEN MET WITH USIA OFFICIALS ON NOV. 
12, 1975, TO REQUEST THE AGENCY TO PRODUCE THE FILM, 

BUT WAS ADVISED FUNDS WERE NOT AVAILABLE (REFTEL B). 

8. AS A RESULT, THE PRC FILM, WITH ALL ITS DISTORTION, 

IS THE ONLY ONE THE GOB HAS TO SHOW IN ITS SCHOOLS AND 
EMBASSIES AROUND THE WORLD. 

JONES 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channei indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PROPAGANDA, FILMS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 01 -Sep-1 977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977GABORO02091 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D77031 7-0098 

Format: TEL 
From: GABORONE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t1 977091 09/aaaadnwy.tel 

Line Count: 86 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 4ec21 13a-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 GABORONE 1467 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 22-Feb-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 1089583 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: PRC SCORES PROPAGANDA COUP 
TAGS: PROP, CH, BC 
To: USIA 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/4ec21 13a-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



